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Independent Strategic Review of Legal Aid of 02 November 2017 
 

I refer to your letter dated 6 October 2017 regarding petition PE1645 by James Ward 
calling for the Scottish Government to review legislation relating to access to legal 
aid in Scotland, particularly in relation to discretionary powers. 
 

The independent strategic review of legal aid was announced by the Minister of 
Community Safety and Legal Affairs, Annabelle Ewing on 2 February 2017. The 
review is chaired by Martyn Evans, chief executive of the Carnegie UK Trust, and he 
is due to report to Ministers by the end of February 2018. 

 
The review is exploring how best the legal aid system can contribute to improving 
people’s lives now and in the future. This review is about ensuring that there is a 
flexible and progressive system that is sustainable and cost effective. The review 

also provides an opportunity to take a strategic, independent and long term look at 
the legal aid system to ensure that it is fit for purpose, fair and that Scotland’s 
population can continue to access support when they need it most. 
 

The panel, made up of an international legal aid expert and individuals who reflect a 
wide range of legal and public interests, have met five times to date. 
 
Gathering evidence from a full range of stakeholders with an interest in legal aid is 

crucial to help inform the report findings.  A formal call for evidence was issued in 
March 2017 which closed in May 2017. It was sent to over 150 bodies across the 
spectrum of justice stakeholders including public sector bodies, representative 
bodies and voluntary organisations.  

 
That formal call for evidence drew a range of very effective responses. Since it 
ended the chair has continued to gather evidence and has held many discussions 
with a very wide range of stakeholders. 

 
I have copied this letter to the Justice Committee for information. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
  


